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WINNER OF THE INAUGURAL PUSHKIN HOUSE RUSSIAN 

BOOK PRIZE ANNOUNCED AT THE HAY FESTIVAL 2013 
 

Former People by Douglas Smith has been named as the winner of the inaugural 

Pushkin House Russian Book Prize, in association with Waterstones, in a ceremony at 

the 2013 Hay Festival. 

 

A panel of five prestigious judges selected the book after vigorous debate, naming 

both it and Anne Applebaum’s Iron Curtain “outstanding” candidates for the £5,000 

annual cash prize, which  rewards a strongly written non-fiction book in English about 

Russia and the Russian speaking world. 

 

Sir Rodric Braithwaite, chairman of the judges, said: “Former People is original, 

well-researched and written with style, passion and a strong narrative drive. It is the 

first to tell the harrowing story in English of what happened to those members of the 

Russian aristocracy who stayed in Russia after the revolution, and their commitment 

and contribution to the good of their country. We are delighted to award it the prize.” 

 

Pushkin House, London’s leading independent Russian cultural centre, launched the 

book prize to help promote intelligent debate and discussion about the Russian 

speaking world, to promote and encourage good writing and translations into English. 

Submissions are now open for books published in 2013. 

 

Andrew Jack, co-chairman of Pushkin House, said: “I am delighted to congratulate 

Douglas Smith as a very worthy first winner of the Pushkin House book prize in the 

face of fierce competition. Many thanks to our judges for their hard work and 

Waterstones for their support. We are now looking forward to a very strong group of 

contenders for this coming year and welcome submissions.” 

 

James Daunt, chief executive of Waterstones, said: “Through the strength of the 

shortlist and now with such an outstanding winner, the Pushkin Prize and its judges 

have shown us the current dynamism of writing about Russia." 

 

Sir Rodric said: “Anne Applebaum in Iron Curtain builds on how the Soviet Union’s 

construction of Communism in Russia described in Former People was extended to 



Eastern Europe. She does so in lucid prose, based on the most impressive research. 

Perhaps her greatest strength is her understanding of the awful moral choices faced by 

the people who lived in those countries – choices we in this country have never had to 

make. The judges found it all but impossible to decide between these two remarkable 

books. They would have happily declared two equal winners. But the rules don't allow 

for that.” 

 

There were more than 40 books published in English during 2012 that were 

considered by the judges, including translations from German and French. They 

selected a strong shortlist of six in April this year, which included Former People and 

Iron Curtain, as well as Man Without a Face by Masha Gessen, Wheel of Fortune by 

Thane Gustafson, Soviet Baby Boomers by Donald Raleigh and Moscow 1937 by Karl 

Schlögel. 

 

This year’s panel of judges, who change each year, are: Sir Rodric 

Braithwaite (chair), former British ambassador to Moscow and author of Afgansty: the 

Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89; Lord Skidelsky, Emeritus Professor of Political 

Economy at Warwick University and author of How Much is Enough?; Rachel 

Polonsky, lecturer in the department of Slavonic Studies at Cambridge University and 

author of Molotov’s Magic Lantern; AD Miller, Economist journalist and author of 

the Man Booker shortlisted Snowdrops; and Dmitri Trenin, Director of The Carnegie 

Moscow Center and author of Post-Imperium.  

 

The advisory board for the Pushkin House Russian book prize, chaired by Andrew 

Jack, includes Waterstones managing director James Daunt, literary director of the 

Man Booker Prize Ion Trewin and Andrew Nurnberg, head of the Andrew Nurnberg 

Associates literary agency. 

 

 

Full details of the Pushkin House Russian book prize are available at:   

www.pushkinhouse.org.uk   

 

Douglas Smith, as well as the judges and Andrew Jack, are available for interview. 

 

Press inquiries: Alex Hippisley Cox on 07921 127077 or ahipcoxpr@btconnect.com 
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